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War on Worms in Western Visayas
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Last February 2007 J&]J in partnership v - Child Survival and Devel
opment embarked on a Global M ifo
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mass drug administration (MDA) for all public scha l&éhl'u twit;fé‘;’a year {
with monitoring surveys in the middle and at the end of this period. This is accompanied
by advocacy meetings to encourage the local governm it cé?ﬁmi; to provide drugs

for the sustenance of the program beyond 2 years and ddress the sanitary concerns
that are associated with STH. In 2 years, the program hopes to reduce cumulative prev-
alence of STH by 50%, reduce prevalence of heavy infection to near 0% as well as
reduce malnutrition rate, reduce absenteeism, and improve academic performance of
the public school children.

Currently, the program has already conducted the baseline survey which revealed an av-
erage STH prevalence of 71% with around 41% having heavy intensity infections in the
covered areas. The first 2 MDAs have been conducted with an average of 73% and 82%
coverage, respectively. This is to be followed by the monitoring survey, 2 more MDAs
and the end of program monitoring survey.

With continuing advocacy, the program hopes to be self-sustaining after 2 years with the |
political commitment of the local government to provide resources for its continuation. If
successful, this program would be the first model that would provide both evidence of
effectiveness and feasibility of execution of an integrated STH control program in the re-
gional level.




